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Stopping the Presses on a Potter Book

After being sued by J, K. Rowling, a publisher said he would halt typesetting on the “Harry
Potter Lexicon,” by Steve Vander Ark, until a federal judge rules on whether it violates Ms.
Rowling's intellectual property rights or the copyright on her novels held by Warner Brothers,
the maker of the Harry Potter films, The Associated Press reported yesterday. The book, drawn
on material from the fan-created Harry Potter Lexicon Web site (hp-lexicon.org), founded by
Mr. Vander Ark, had been set for a Nov. 28 release. Judge Robert P. Patterson Jr., of the
Southern District of New York, barred publication to allow him to assess the suit’s merits;
Roger Rapoport, publisher of RDR Books of Muskegon, Mich., said the typesetting would stop.
The suit seeks to block publication on the grounds that the book is likely to borrow too heavily
from Ms. Rowling’s work, and interfere with her plans to publish her own encyclopedia on the
wizarding world. Ms. Rowling said on her Web site that she took “no pleasure” in the
prevention of the Lexicon’s publication.

College Art Sale Halted

A Virginia judge has granted a temporary injunction preventing the sale of four paintings
owned by Randolph College’s Maier Museum of Art until litigation against the school is settled,
The Associated Press reported. The ruling on Thursday was in response to motions filed by a
group seeking to stop this financtally troubled school from selling the works to increase its
endowment, The paintings, including “Men of the Docks” (1912), by George Bellows, were to be
sold through Christie’s this month in New York, for an estimated $25 million to $35 million.
Judge J. Leyburn Mosby Jr. of the Lynchburg Circuit Court found that “the harm if the art is
sold is greater than the harm if the art is not sold.” The injunction is to take effect once the
opponents to the sale post a $10 million bond. The college, in Lynchburg, will appeal to the
Virginia Supreme Court and hopes to have the decision reversed before the first auction on
Nov. 19, a college spokeswoman said. Another motion previously filed by Randolph College
asks the circuit court to determine whether the school can legally sell or share 36 pieces of art
bought from a trust bequeathed by a former professor.
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The Sex Pistols Return

The Sex Pistols snarled through their greatest hits late on Thursday at the start of a reunicn
tour, Reuters reported. “Half a century young!” the lead singer, John Lydon, shouted to
thousands of fans at Brixton Academy in south London. Sporting spiky orange hair, Mr. Lydon,
known as Johnny Rotten, wore a pheasant shooting outfit, whose trousers kept slipping down,
“There’ll Always Be an England” blasted over the speakers before the set began. The Times of
London described Mr. Lydon's performance as “a splenetic, spitting drizzle of gurning
invective.” Mr. Lydon, 51, performed with the guitarist Steve Jones, 52, the bassist Glen
Matlock and the drummer Paul Cook, both 51. After Brixton, the band is scheduled to play
Manchester and Glasgow.

Crime Pays for CBS

CBS linked “CS1” and “Without a Trace” Thursday and garnered a ratings windfall. According
to Nielsen's estimates, 21.9 million viewers tuned in to “CS1” at 9 p.m., the most since the
show’s September season premiere. “Without a Trace” at 10 p.m. (21.4 million) delivered CBS’s
best ratings in that slot in almost two years. CBS easily won the night, taking the 8 p.m. hour as
well with “Survivor: China” {14.9 million}, which beat the runner up, “Ugly Betty” on ABC (10.9
million)., ABC’s 9 p.m. drama, “Grey’s Anatomy” {19.3 million), was the top-rated show among
adults 18 to 49, but ABC ranked second for the night. NBC, buoyed by “The Office” at 9 (8.3
million), earned third place. Fox tied NBC in total viewers but finished fourth in the 18-to-49
set. BENJAMIN TOFF

Footnotes

The National Arts Center in Ottawa and the Toronto Symphony Orchestra are teaming to
create a major summer arts festival in Niagara, Ontario, The Toronto Star reported. “We are
aiming for something first class with the clout and international reputation of Tanglewood,”
said Peter Herrndorf, chief executive of the National Arts Center. “We are still working on
feasibility studies, but if all goes well we would aim for opening in 2011 or 2012.” ...“The Starry
Messenger,” the Kenneth Lonergan play which was to star Matthew Broderick, has been
dropped from the Manhattan Theater Club season because of scheduling conflicts. The play,
which Mr. Lonergan was to direct, was to open in February at City Center. A replacement
production has not been announced. ... A British judge ordered a rival group to stop using the
name of the Four Tops, The Associated Press reported. Judge Nicholas Warren of the High
Court in London ruled that the singer Viscount Oliver Miller must stop performing and
recording under the name Viscount Oliver's Legendary Four Tops. The Four Tops were

inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1950.
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