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Dsar lirs, Von Kesllerp,

The follow‘nz faw santentes shoold have heen sant
long e30. I mabmit them along with my anclugies, 7leasze rezard
this material aa psarely Pm tusl ane edit it in sny way you please,
I smnot the least hit zensitive in such matters,

.

r S L wertite geé Hr.Bellows in his studio in Kew York, Ho ex-
" nressed groat interest in our plan to start © collection of
peintings at Randolph-ilacon Woman's Gollege xnd was lessed that
we had selected M= lien of the Docks as the first painting to
bs purchasek by the irt Associmtion, T tolk him with some heai-
tation the amount of money we elt ws could pay for the nicture,
o His resaponse wae im#diats ond renerous. He sais thet most artista,
fbem; ha"%¥gn one of than, ware less concerned about the jrice of theip
pletures than they were shout having them in a place where thay
would he apprascintsd. He seemzd to think the miucatiundl atpect
of our undertdcing was most important, The idea of having his
nainting where it woitld be viewed by successive zanerations of
¢0llage students certainly appesled to Mim. Also I had the Iln-
prasaion thst he considered our idex of purchnsing a padnting
avery year, on a mshoestring so to speak, wag worth ¢ncourazing,
The fact thub the students had entared so anthusjiastically into
the jrojesct evidently impresess him, he asid we might huvs the .efinting

for the sum I had nentioned,

- AL the toe ki Bellows was working on & portrait of lis mother.

1 The peinting stood on the essel in his studio. He was n2ite willing
to talk to me sbout “is work snd douwr art in general. I han~ened to
have an illustrst el catalosue of a currsnt art exhibition in New
Yorki He pointes out soms of the nictures hs resardsd as the best
and some others of & convantional type vhich ha viewsd with con-
derable aversion. I sty ed on fow swhile until I fwared I was abuaing
hiz zood nature, though he ‘never lst ne Feel that for 3 moment,

The whols intarview was plessmnt il satisfwctory. I ¢ams away with
a fealing of personal intimscy which made tha shook of Hr.3ellow's

esarly death il the more poignang. . .
The ol g

4, As for the ainting we acquired, nojther Méas Louiwe Smith nor
I doubted for a moment that it was " grest work of ert, Such thingss
are often hard to decide, The decisjon in the came of (ma)lien of
. the Docks was not a lerd one. had stamped upon it elvarly the
wo rk orf[cnius, and whet is more of Americun genium in its subject
und itx execution. It i inslesd sratifying to ull of us to see that
the yauss hars confirmed the wisdom of our firat choice,
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